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Sustainable Okotoks

òLeave a Legacy ó
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Municipal Sustainability 

Planning

June 5, 2007

SHEEP RIVER

ñHeart of Okotoks ò
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A VIEW FROM ABOVE

A COMMUNITY FOR 

FUTURE GENERATIONS

Traditional

Planning

Planned Growth Without Limits

By Intent - Regional Utilities

Continuous Boundary Adjustments

Continuous Annexation as Required

OR

Choosing for 

Ourselves

Planned Destiny

Live Within the Carrying Capacity of the 

Sheep River

Minor Boundary Adjustments

Self Reliance

Long Term Watershed Management
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WHY BE A 

SUSTAINABLE 

COMMUNITY?

Necessity

Desire

Willingness

Commitment

NECESSITY

Municipal 

Development Plan

Inter-municipal 

Development Plan

Land Use Bylaw
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DESIRE

ñIn the year 2030, Okotoks is a leader in 

sustainability, driven by an involved, connected and 

creative community.  

Through visionary leadership, citizens are engaged 

in maintaining a safe, caring and vital community 

that honours our culture, heritage and 

environment.ò

Town of Okotoks Vision - 2006

WILLINGNESS

Take the challenge of 

creating a sustainable 

future.

Listen to and analyze 

ideas ñoutside the boxò.

Consult with residents, 

as to their wants and 

needs.
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COMMITMENT

89% of residents are somewhat or very supportive of 

the Townôs move towards sustainability.

90% of residents are somewhat or very aware of the 

Townôs sustainable community activities.

The areas most important to residents are:

82% Water Conservation 

82% Recycling

78% Population limit (25,000 ï30,000)

74% Community development

73% Living within the natural carrying capacity of the 

Sheep River
2006 Community Survey Results

FOUR FOUNDATIONS

Environmental Stewardship

Economic Opportunity

Social Conscience

Fiscal Responsibility
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ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Annual River Clean Up

Three Bag Garbage Limit

Water Conservation Initiatives

Community Composting

Award Winning Recycling 

Program

Integrated Pest Management 

Program

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Nurture Economic 

Vitality

Ensure Quality 

Infrastructure

Regional Partnerships

Chamber of Commerce

Tourism Initiatives
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SOCIAL CONSCIENCE

Facilitate a Healthy Community

Provide a Safe Community

Regional Partnerships

School Education Programs for 

Water Conservation and 

Recycling

Community Events and 

Programs

Station Cultural Centre

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Foothills Centennial Centre

Station Cultural Centre

Partnership with EPCOR 

for Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Expansion

Utility Rate Restructure 
(70% Consumption Based, 30% Flat 

Rate)

Continually Seeking New 

Revenue Sources

Working towards financial 

plan to meet future 

commitments to 2030.
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SELECTED TARGETS

Build Out Population of 25,000 ï30,000.

Downtown as geographic centre, with 50% of 

the population north & 50% south of the river.

22% non residential assessment base.          

20% of total land area as open space.

100% river valley lands owned by the Town.

11.5 residential units per gross hectare.      

318 liters (70 gallons) per capita water use 

per day.   

20% reduction in Greenhouse Gas emissions.

THE REACTION

Can It Be Done?


