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• Before I get to the overview, here’s a recap of the milestones we’ve hit since the federal government’s announcement of cannabis legalization last spring. 
• The federal government’s proposed legislation will  legalize cannabis  in  Canada by this summer. Initially that was going to be by July 1, but we know now it will be later. 
• While the federal government provided some direction in some areas of legalization, much was left for the provinces and territories to decide. 
• We turned to Albertans to find out their views and expectations regarding cannabis. We launched the first phase  of our two-phase engagement process in June and July, and received a record number of responses to our online survey – more than 45,000 in two months. 
• What we heard from our consultation helped us draft a proposed cannabis framework. We released the draft for Albertans to read and validate. At the same time, we also asked for their thoughts on the kind of retail system we should have for the sale of cannabis. 
• The majority of Albertans told us we should establish a private retail system for cannabis, but they had concerns about online sales, particularly how age would be verified. 
• A final framework was released, and the legislation introduced and passed in November enabled government to begin putting in place the elements of the system. 
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• We are still waiting for the federal legislation to pass. There will be a vote in the Senate on June 7.
• For context, these are the broad policy details the federal government introduced last April.
• Their legislation sets some minimum rules in some areas, leaving it to us to adapt it in ways that meet our province’s needs. 

3



• First thing to point out is that cannabis usage in Alberta is not a new issue.
• Slightly more than 55 per cent of Albertans 17 or older indicate they have tried cannabis.
• Almost one in five say they’ve used cannabis in the last year.
• And legalization, as other jurisdictions have seen, does not necessarily result in a massive uptick in cannabis consumption.
• So as we move forward to implement a system for legalized cannabis, we need to acknowledge that no matter what we do, legal or otherwise, cannabis is in our communities and has been for a long time.
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• First, some background on our engagement process. 
• We began engaging with Albertans in June, asking the public for their views on a system for legalized cannabis through an online survey, a telephone survey, an in-person survey and stakeholder and sector meetings. The first phase of engagement ended July 31. 
• The input we received helped us create a draft framework, released on October 4th. 

• We invited Albertans to read the framework and again provide their feedback throughout October via an online survey and a telephone survey. 
• Three quarters of online survey respondents said they supported the system we proposed in the framework. 
• Between our first phase of engagement in June and July, and our second phase in October, we heard from more than 60,000 Albertans and more than 100 organizations.
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• The Alberta Cannabis Framework is founded on four policy priorities.
• Throughout our engagement, Albertans – overwhelmingly – told us these were their priorities too. 
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• This is what the system for cannabis in Alberta will look like once it’s legalized. 
• I’ll walk you through the system. 
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• When cannabis is legal, the minimum age to purchase, possess and consume cannabis will be 18, which aligns with our minimum age for tobacco and alcohol, and also aligns with the minimum age proposed by the federal government. 
• This alignment allows for easier implementation of rules and regulations, but it also offers the opportunity for a key demographic of cannabis users – those 18-24 – to access a controlled, legal market rather than continuing to use the illegal market if the minimum age were higher.
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• Public consumption rules fall in line with our regulations for tobacco, but go further in their limitations.
• Adults will be able to smoke or vape in their homes, and smoking or vaping in rental properties will need to align with any restrictions in condo rules or lease agreements.
• Public smoking and vaping will follow rules for tobacco, with a few noted additional areas where cannabis consumption will be banned:

• Hospitals
• Schools
• Child care facilities
• Places frequented by children – sports fields, playgrounds, skateboard or bicycle parks, spray parks, splash pads, zoos, or outdoor theatres

• There will be no consumption in vehicles – not by passengers or drivers.
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• Adults will be able to possess up to 30 grams of cannabis at any given time. This aligns with federal legislation and with public possession limits in other jurisdictions. 
• Thirty grams is also the maximum amount of cannabis a person will be able to purchase in any one sales transaction.
• Most Albertans agreed that youth under 18 should not be allowed to possess any cannabis. Youth found in possession of five grams or less will face penalties similar to those for youth possession of alcohol and tobacco. Those found with more than five grams may face criminal charges. 
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• Albertans will be allowed to grow up to four cannabis plants at home. That’s per household, not per person. 
• This aligns with federal legislation.
• Landlords and condo boards can set rules around both growing and consumption of cannabis, tenants and condo dwellers should check with their landlord or condo board about rules that apply to them.
• We will also enable regulations for further restrictions on growing at home, should they be needed. This includes restricting growing to outdoors, which we will continue to monitor to see if it is required. 
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• Albertans told us a drug-impaired driving was a real concern. It’s a concern for our government as well and we are taking steps to address these concerns.
• We have introduced legislation to:

• Expand zero tolerance for drivers in the Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) program. In addition to zero tolerance for alcohol, there would be zero tolerance for cannabis, cannabis/alcohol combination and illegal drugs in the blood stream.
• Impose provincial sanctions for drivers with a blood drug concentration or blood drug/alcohol concentration over the limits outlined in regulations under the Criminal Code of Canada. The sanctions would be the same as those for existing criminal impaired-driving offences, such as alcohol-impaired driving, including: 

- immediate licence suspension
- vehicle seizure
- remedial education

• We will continue to work with Alberta law enforcement and our federal counterparts to ensure the right tools and training are in place to enforce laws against drug-impaired driving.
• Public education will play a significant role in educating Albertans about all aspects and 
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risks of cannabis consumption, including drug-impaired driving. We are working towards developing and delivering public education tools. 
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• Now let’s look at how cannabis will be distributed and sold in our province. 
• The Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission will provide oversight of the system – and most Albertans agree with this decision. It’s an existing government agency and has staff with knowledge and experience of product distribution and retail oversight.
• The AGLC will be authorized to license private retailers in accordance with regulations we introduced in February, and which I’ll get to in a moment. 
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• Albertans will be able to purchase cannabis online on the first day of legalization. 
• Online sales will be operated by the AGLC on behalf of government. 
• We are controlling the online sale of cannabis for a number of reasons: 

• We can address Albertans’ concern over age verification for purchasers of cannabis products.
• Albertans will be able to access cannabis products even if retail outlets are not set up right away in their communities.
• We can differentiate between legal online sales of cannabis and illegal sales. If you haven’t purchased it on a government website, you’ve purchased it from a criminal, and we can’t ensure your product is safe. 
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• Albertans will also be able to purchase cannabis products from privately owned and operated specialized cannabis stores.

• Physical retail locations will have strict government oversight through licensing by the AGLC, and will only be able to sell cannabis products – no alcohol, tobacco, or pharmaceutical sales will be permitted alongside cannabis.
• To keep the market fair for all retailers, large or small, no single person, business or organization will be allowed to have more than 15 per cent of retail licences in Alberta. 
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• All retailers will undergo mandatory background checks and anyone who has links to organized crime, or has a history of drug trafficking will be denied a licence.
• A conviction for minor cannabis possession will not automatically disqualify an applicant.
• Retail outlets will also be strictly regulated, and required to follow strict provincewide rules. 
• There will be no co-location with alcohol, tobacco or pharmaceuticals.  
• There must be a 100-meter buffer zone between cannabis retail outlets and schools and provincial health care facilities .  Municipalities will be able to adjust these buffer zones or add others to best suit the needs of their community.
• Stores  may also be open between 10 a.m. and 2 a.m., aligning with hours of operation for liquor retailers.  Again, municipalities will be able to reduce those hours if shorter hours of operation are in the interests of the community.
• All retail staff must undertake standardized training, be 18 or older and undergo a criminal record check.
• And retailers will only be able to hire Qualified Workers.
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• We have also established security requirements all cannabis retailers must follow to maximize safety for both retailers and Albertans.
• This includes having alarms and video surveillance, and securely storing all cannabis products. 
• All cannabis products will need to be displayed in locked showcases accessible only by staff.
• There will be no consumption of cannabis on site, but approved smelling or viewing containers will be allowed. 
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• Provincial regulations stipulate a 100-meter buffer between retailers and schools and provincial health care facilities. It is important to note that these buffers at the provincial level are not in place for liquor stores – this is unique to cannabis, and in response to what we heard from Albertans. 
• Municipalities also told us they needed flexibility to make additional buffer zones as well, including between stores.
• However, if a municipality isn’t able to have bylaws in place in time for legalization, there is a provincial backstop in place that will operate until they do.  
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• The licensing process has been developed to keep cannabis out of the hands of children and protect the health and safety of Albertans……while allowing for a robust, market-driven retail environment.
• While the applications for retail cannabis store licences are available to download, the AGLC will not be accepting completed application packages until March 6.
• Applications submitted prior to March 6 will be returned to the applicant.
• The $400 application fee is non-fundable and there is no guarantee an application will be approved.
• The time required to process an application varies on a case-by-case basis; however, applicants should expect an approximate processing time of two to four months. 
• A complete list of all the retail cannabis requirements can be found on the AGLC website.
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• Cost of training is $26.25 including GST and will be available in the spring – exact date to follow.
• SellSafe is designed to help licensed retail cannabis store staff understand how to sell legal cannabis responsibly. 
• It will help staff understand what their responsibilities are to their customers. 
• The program also helps workers understand what Alberta’s cannabis laws and AGLC’s policies are so they can follow them. 
• SellSafe does not include information on all cannabis laws and policies.
• Licensed retail cannabis store staff will be required to have SellSafe certification prior to applying to AGLC to be a Qualified Cannabis Worker. 
• The AGLC does not cover the cost of the criminal record check.
• Workers with similar records as noted with licensee applications may be excluded.  However, records for minor offences such as possession of cannabis would not automatically exclude applicants.  
• Other minor offences not related to the cannabis industry such as mischief, impaired driving, or minor assault would not be a barrier to qualification and are currently not a barrier for entry into the gaming industry. 
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• There is still work ahead of as we put the pieces in place to support the implementation of legalized cannabis. 
• Public education will be  an important tool, and both the federal government and the province are developing public education campaigns around the rules and responsible use of cannabis. 
• Our government continues to engage with stakeholders to make sure workplaces continue to be safe for employees when cannabis becomes legal.   
• We also continue to work with the federal government and other provinces and territories as we wait for federal decisions or direction in certain areas, such as production licensing, packaging and other issues.
• We anticipate that the federal  government will introduce regulations around edible products sometime over the next year. 
• That is an overview of Alberta’s system for legalized cannabis. I’m happy to answer any questions. 
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